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GET LIFE SKILLS: Visual Lite

Norval Foundation is an art museum.
Have you visited a museum before?
What type of things have you seen at other museums?
What do you think you’ll see at this museum?
My name is Vincent, and I’m a Western Leopard Toad
that lives in the Sculpture Garden. See if you can spot
me having a swim, or croaking with my friends!

This type of artwork
is called a sculpture.
You might spot it as
we walk around.

– What does this sculpture
look like to you?
– Do you like making art?
– What types of art do you
like to make?

Before we enter the galleries,
let’s introduce ourselves!
Draw in the spaces below.

This is me

This is the place that I’m visiting

An art museum is a pla
ce where
artworks are kept and
put on
display for everyone to
look at.

This is what I think I’ll see

WILLIAM KENTRIDGE
WHY SHOULD I HESITATE: SCULPTURE

This is WILLIAM.
For a long time, he didn’t know
what he wanted to do for a living.
One day he decided that he was
going to become an artist.

AS AN ARTIST, HE MADE DIFFERENT
KINDS OF ART, SUCH AS:

ANIMATION

THEATRE

DRAWING

Some artists only work with one medium, such as paint or
photography. But William wanted to make all sorts of art!
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When William’s children were still
young, he would make puppets for
them on their birthdays.
He would look around the house
and make puppets out of everyday
household objects.
To him, their coffeepot would look
like someone wearing a skirt!

CAN YOU TURN THESE HOUSEHOLD ITEMS INTO PEOPLE?
DRAW OVER THEM AND SEE WHAT YOU CAN CREATE!

SES
U
M
IA
L
IL
W
T
A
H
T
IA
D
E
DIFFERENT M

Because Kentridge likes working in different media, he often combines them in his work.
Look at the artworks above. Do they look like sculptures, or do they look like drawings?
What are the people doing? Where do you think they are going?
ACTIVITY: Draw or paint you and your friend walking to school. You can use black ink or
black paint with thick paintbrushes, black kokis or black wax crayons!

This artwork is called Fire Walker.
Can you see a woman carrying a tin on her head?
See if you can spot her nose, her hair and her chin.
The tin is punched with holes and is used to heat coals for fire.
How do you think the artwork got its name? Where do you
think she’s taking the tin?
When William planned this sculpture, he tore up pieces of
black paper and pieced them together like a puzzle.
Because the sculpture is black, the woman looks like a shadow.
We call the type of artwork where a person looks like a shadow
where you can’t see any details a silhouette.
ACTIVITY: Create an artwork of you and your friend playing
sports together. Tear up pieces of black paper to create the
shape. Remember to show movement like jumping or running
so that the silhouette is clear!

SCULPTURES THAT SING

This artwork is called Singer Trio.
A trio is three musicians that sing together.
Can you spot the brand of sewing machines that William used to make the artwork? What is
the connection between the artwork’s name and the artwork itself?

SCULPTURES
THAT MOVE
William is interested in animation
techniques that were used before computer
animation.
One of these animation styles is called a
phenakistoscope (phe-na-kis-to-scope).
A phenakistoscope was a disc that would
animate frame-by-frame drawings by
spinning it.
ACTIVITY: look at phenakistoscope
templates online, and try to make you own!
Paste a frame-by-frame animation on a disc
and see if it animates when you spin it.
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Can you find the full
versions of these
cropped sculptures?

WORD SEARCH
1. MEDIA
2. SILHOUETTE
3. MUSEUM
4. SCULPTURE
5. VINCENT

Where is my nose?

HELP VINCENT FIND HIS NOSE

What name would you give these two sculptures?

ACTIVITY:

CREATE A PUPPET SHOW LIKE WILLIAM!

Just like William used to create puppet shows for his kids,
you can create a puppet show for your class!
In groups, write a story about what you saw at the museum.
Make sure everyone in the group has a role to play.
Ask your parents for old objects that you can turn into puppets.
Turn your objects into puppets by adding clothes, cardboard
and other recyclable materials.

ON YOUR WAY HOME:
The best artwork
I saw INSIDE:

The best artwork
I saw OUTSIDE:

A flower that I saw in the
SCULPTURE GARDEN:

Atrwork images courtesy Goodman Gallery; Lia Rumma; and Marian Goodman Gallery

